
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, August 2, 2018  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Lower Level 
Conference Room at Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; 
Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Town Engineer Annette Turnquist 
Absent/Excused:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo and Commissioner Albert A. Natelli, Jr.  
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Galati made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the minutes 
of the June 7, 2018 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1.  Domenic Bernard – Boy Scout Troop 32.  Mr. Bernard distributed a handout of his proposed 
plan to install a bike rack at Panthorn Park.  He stated that the troop would supply all materials 
and do the work.  Chairman said he was glad that he came to this board first but that he really 
needs to submit his proposal to the Public Works Committee for their approval.  The next 
meeting of the committee is Wednesday, September 5th, at 4:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  
The committee is comprised of some Town Council members so there will probably be no need 
to go any further for project approval.  Chairman instructed Mr. Bernard to work with Town 
Engineer Annette Turnquist regarding the best location for the bike rack.  It should be visible and 
close to the road.  No one had any problems with the project and a vote would be taken under 
New Business. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay gave an update on summer programs.  Playground camp ends tomorrow.  They had 
a great season.  There were no issues and the counselors were great.  Camp RISE (for special 
needs kids) ended last Thursday.  The numbers weren’t as good as hoped (10 in the first session 
and 14 in the second).  A few kids couldn’t continue due to heat problems, etc. Question arose 
about Bread for Life’s lunch program.  Mr. Lapreay said they had set up in the parking lot of Rec 
and Memorial Parks in the past but not this summer; there was not a lot of use.  Tennis camp 
session 4 starts next Monday.  Swim lessons are underway in session 2.  Lap swimming has been 
allowed on Tuesday nights from 6 to 7 p.m.  Some people use it.  A water yoga program started 
with a great turnout.   Next year Mr. Lapreay wants to continue adding more aquatics in the pool. 
 
Kids Series ends August 14th. Music on the Green has six more weeks left. Last night’s concert 
had to be moved to this evening. We try to coordinate with the Taste of Southington which was 
also postponed to tonight due to the weather. We have been having great crowds for the concerts. 
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Track and Field Camp is taking place at the high school this week. It ends tomorrow. Flag 
Football Camp had low registration so it was canceled. Beach Volleyball program starts next 
week. Youth Field Hockey for girls entering grades 3-9 starts August 27 through October 10.  
 
As the board is aware, Mr. Lapreay has been working with LL Bean on their Discovery 
programs.  A Kayaking training course couldn’t be done at Crescent Lake as hoped. The class 
will be held in Glastonbury on Saturday, August 25.  Glastonbury is the location where LL Bean 
stores their kayak trailer.  It’s just an hour and a half long class.  He will try to work with them to 
get some things going at Crescent Lake. 
 
Comments were made about girls’ football.  Numbers are really down from last year. 
 
Signage at the pavilions.  Mr. Lapreay said there was an incident where a group believed use of 
the pavilions was first come first served rather than requesting a permit.  He ordered three signs 
that will read “Pavilion Reserved Today” which will be placed at the pavilions by maintenance 
crews at the parks as a “heads up” to folks who may just show up.  We will not be reserving the 
picnic grove at Recreation Park due to its proximity to the pool and playground and amount of 
usage it gets; it would be too difficult to enforce.   
 
No vaping/smoking signs are on order. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the written report of the Director of Recreation; 
seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
REPORT OF PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist reported on the following items.   
 
Recreation Park doors are finally done.  They are not yet painted.  It will be done when the pools 
close.  A lot of work was done on the playground – safety hazards. 
 
Memorial Park.  A new activator switch was delivered for the splash pad.  This one will be on a 
post above ground.  The underground one was causing problems.  The Master Plan is still in the 
Memorial phase.  Next is supposed to be the concession building replacement.  Mr. Lapreay said 
she should talk to the league about it first.  About two years ago they spent about $20,000 to 
upgrade the concession building.  The rest rooms are bad, though.  Mrs. Turnquist continued that 
the big thing after that is the playground – moving it between the parking lot and the pool. 
 
Panthorn Park.  New playground surface was ordered.  Repairs will be made in-house.  Will 
probably wait until school is back in session to do the work. 
 
Trail.  A pollinator art garden was approved on Water Department property.  An arts group will 
maintain it.  The only concern is maintenance of the small part that is on town property.  It will 
be near the Municipal Center and Mill Street. 
 
A flag pole will be installed at the 9-11 Memorial near Zingarella’s.  KBE Construction donated 
it.  We are installing it. 
 
We are also doing electric outlet replacement at the Town Green.  We gave the vendor a 
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September 1st deadline due to the upcoming Apple Festival but it may be completed ahead of 
schedule.   
 
Mrs. Turnquist said she has just implemented a checklist for the parks foreman to ensure that 
Memorial, Rec, Panthorn and Crescent are inspected thoroughly and weekly. 
 
Chairman noted that Commissioner DeFeo mentioned a tree needing to be trimmed near the 
basketball courts at Recreation Park.  Growth of the tree will interfere with the courts.  Mrs. 
Turnquist stated that it is on her radar; it will be trimmed. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  Turf Field.  Commissioner DeFeo sent an email report stating that the Rhinno maintenance 
program was completed and ready for the fall sports program.  The field is in real good shape. 
 
2.  Meeting Schedule.  Mr. Lapreay sent an email to all the leagues informing them of the 
discussion at the last meeting.  If any league wishes to address the board, they should let him 
know a week prior to any scheduled meeting date since there could be a chance a meeting may 
be cancelled.  Commissioner Romano said he would like to know when the leagues have their 
monthly meetings.  He would be interested to stop in to see if there is anything they need.  Mr. 
Lapreay said the league meeting schedules are listed on their websites. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1.  Eagle Scout Project.  Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept Domenic Bernard’s 
Eagle Scout proposal for a bike rack at Panthorn Park.  He was referred to the Public Works 
Committee and that Highway and Parks would determine the best location.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Romano made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Galati.  Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


